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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Banning use of 1 N' word not answer, say panelists 
Recent action by the NAACP and New York City council to bury and 
ban the N word is hypocritical, according to one of the panelists during 
a Professionals of Color Lecture. 
Benjamin Chavis, co-founder of the Hip-Hop Summit Action Network, 
said national leaders should place their emphasis on educational 
reforms. He was among the panelists during "The 'N' Word, the 'B' 
Word, and Beyond," held September 12 in the Kirkhof Center; the event 
was sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs. 
"To suggest that municipalities and government say don't talk about this 
word is hypocrisy," Chavis said. "To start banning art, music and other 
expressions does nothing in my view. I'm more interested in changing 
conditions." 
Author and journalist Joan Morgan agreed and said consumers could 
play a large role in regulating television and music content, but national 
groups have been mostly silent. "You can show anything on the BET 
Network and there's no outcry from the public," she said. Morgan had 
served as executive editor of Essence and writes about feminism and 
hip-hop culture for many publications. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Raymond Winbush, right, makes a point during the Professionals of 
Color Lecture September 12 in the Kirkhof Center. Also pictured are 
Joan Morgan, Benjamin Chavis and moderator Jennifer Moss. 
Chavis said he works with many rappers who have agreed not to use 
racial slurs in their music. "With freedom of speech comes freedom of 
responsibility. Different words mean different things to different people; 
the caution comes with contextual application," he said. 
Institute for Urban Research at Morgan State University in Maryland, 
said they hoped discussions about racial slurs continued on campus. 
'Tm hoping that GVSU doesn ' t see this panel as a temporary thing," 
Chavis said. "If we really want to solve this problem, we have to deal 
with the complexity of it and how that complexity lives itself out in our 
communities. We cannot let the educational system off the hook." The panelists, which included Raymond Winbush, director of the 
Across Campus 
United Way 
has local impact 
As Grand Valley's 2007 United Way campaign 
approaches, the Michigan economy continues 
to be a challenge for many in the local com-
munity. More people are turning to the agen-
cies United Way supports for assistance. 
Calls to United Way's 211 service were up 
again last year, and 44 percent of those calls 
were for basic needs like food, rent and heat. 
The 211 service works much like 911 , put-
ting callers in touch with operators who have 
access to agencies and programs to serve a 
huge variety of needs. 
In 2006, Heart of West Michigan's 211 service 
received 65,448 calls - an increase of 8.9 
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percent in call volume from 2005. Among the 
most common requested services were gas bill 
payment assistance, holiday gifts and toys, 
emergency food pantries, rent payment assis-
tance, and homeless shelter information. 
"Almost everyone knows that 911 is the num-
ber individuals call for life-threatening emer-
gency services; 211 is the number individuals 
call for emergency needs for such basic things 
as housing, food, heat, clothing, counseling, 
and financial assistance," said campaign co-
chair Jon Jellema. 
Grand Valley's United Way campaign runs 
October 1-15. United Way impacts the com-
munity through the work of agencies that pro-
vide direct services to people. It also works to 
influence the community through supporting 
early childhood development and literacy. 
"The Grand Valley community has taken 
seriously its role in helping to meet these out-
standing community needs," said campaign 
co-chair Marlene Kowalski-Braun. "Last year 
there were increases in both participation and 
overall dollars raised through the campus cam-
paign." 
PIC announces grants 
'.fhe Padnos International Center is offering 
grants for faculty development through the 
Council on International Education Exchange. 
Mark Schaub, executive director of PIC, said 
two grants are available for summer develop-
ment programs. Eligibility is limited to tenured, 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 ready to offer support and guidance for people who have observed or 
experienced a bias incident. 
tenure-track and full-time affiliate faculty members. He added that CIEE 
seminars are very interdisciplinary and will provide faculty members with a 
deep understanding of the host country and culture through interaction with 
faculty experts. "We think that experience will, in tum, more richly affect 
that faculty member's work back here at GVSU, whether better under-
standing the international students in their classes, or in their research or 
course development," he said. 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, co-chair of TAB, said the cards went to all new 
students, Transitions leaders, RAs and MAs, in addition to all campus 
departments. 
"Tracking and responding to bias incidents in a timely and caring manner 
is one of the many ways that Grand Valley has committed to living out its 
value of diversity," she said. "Creating an inclusive campus community is 
the responsibility of every member of the Grand Valley community, and 
faculty and staff members play particularly important roles." 
The deadline to apply is December 21. For a list of seminars, visit the 
CIEE Web site at www.ciee.org and click on "International Faculty 
Development Seminars." 
Annual Giving Campaign says 1thanks1 
The definition of a bias incident and the protocol is online at www.gvsu. 
edu/affirmative. If your department needs more orange cards, contact Sue 
Willemsen in the Dean of Students Office at x13585 or willemss@gvsu.edu. 
University Development 
spent last week deliver-
ing ice cream and apples 
during "Freewheeling 
Freezer Fest," a thank 
you to faculty and staff 
members who sup-
ported the Annual Giving 
Campaign. 
AP Committee readies for new year 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Nancy Mose/er and Greta Huyser select treats 
from Jennifer Reynolds, left, during a 'Freezer 
Fest' stop in the Office of the President 
September 11. 
The campaign raised 
$316,908 for students, 
scholarships and pro-
grams. This year's cam-
paign begins October 31. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
The Administrative/Professional Committee is pictured: top row, 
left to right, Paul Reitemeier, Jeff Marcinkowski, Susan Proctor, 
David Vandersloot (chair) and Joe Blythe; bottom row, left to right, 
Jennifer Mccaul, Greg Wilson, Betty Schaner and Aaron Haight. 
Not pictured are Ko/eta Moore, Melonie Bates and Jennifer Allard. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ap for more information. 
Bias incident cards available 
The orange wallet-size cards carry a big message, according to members 
of the Team Against Bias. TAB recently updated and distributed thousands 
of bias incident cards that contain phone numbers of campus departments 
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GVFaces 
Kim Roberts, associate professor 
of communications 
Kim Roberts, when not in the classroom for the 
School of Communications, works on her own 
artistic pieces. Her latest work will be displayed 
September 25 at the Open Concept Art Gallery, 50 
Louis Street NW, Grand Rapids. The exhibit runs 
through November 29. 
"Focus on the Family," shows people speaking about 
mean-spirited dehumanization of members of the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community. 
Participants at the exhibit will don cloaks and raise 
their arms out to their sides, and the video interview 
story is then projected on the cloak. 
The project started when Roberts considered people 
who use offensive language "I think of how many of 
us are intolerant of language and go without being 
vigilant against the injustice," she said. "I was look-
ing into the mirror, and the idea just came to me. 
When you hold your arms up under the cloak for the 
projection, it gets harder to hold your arms up for a 
long time - just like how the story is harder to hear." 
Roberts initially had this idea when she researched 
people who commit evil deeds. 
"I was interested in thinking about people 's use of 
the word evil," she said. "I went to a conference on 
evil in New York that was an eye-opener. I started 
thinking of certain groups of people that are targeted. 
A lot of things hap-
pen to them, and 
people need protec-
tion." 
Roberts , as a result 
of "Focus on the 
Family," was invited 
to serve as co-chair 
for the Triangle 
Foundation's 13th 
annual dinner. The 
dinner, September 
29 in Dearborn, is 
a major fundraiser 
for the Triangle 
Kim Roberts 
Foundation, a leading victim services and advocacy 
organization for Michigan's GLBT community. 
"I was shocked and honored," she said. "I didn't 
believe it when I got the call. It's an incredible organi-
zation. Also, Grand Valley bought a full table's worth 
of seats for people to come and support me. I'm really 
proud of Grand Valley." 
Roberts said the department likes to teach students to 
use their talents to work to help social good. 
"We use media for social good," she said. "Media 
can be a very dangerous tool : it can inspire and 
destroy. When you say hurtful things, it de-human-
izes people. The bottom line here is we need to re-
humanize people." 
What1 s Ahead 
Starbucks celebrates 
location in DeVos Center 
Starbucks in the De Vos Center, on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus, will host a grand open-
ing event Tuesday, September 18, from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. and 8-10 p.m. in building C. Free 
samples, prizes and a $100 gift card will be 
given away. 
"The Starbucks store is a welcome addition 
to GVSU's Pew Campus this year," said Tom 
Minor, general manager of Campus Dining. "It 
adds a third option for diners on campus with its 
full coffeehouse menu." 
Starbucks hours are 7:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday; 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Fridays; 
and 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays. 
GVSU commemorates 
Constitution Day 
Grand Valley's Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies will commemorate the birth 
of the U.S. Constitution during a two-day cel-
ebration that will honor the legacy of its framers 
and teach about the responsibilities and opportu-
nities of citizenship. 
On Wednesday, September 19, the "Father of 
the Constitution," James Madison, will take 
part in the festivities. John Douglas Hall, a his-
torian and character interpreter from Harvard 's 
John F. Kennedy School of Government, will 
portray Madison in a presentation at 5 p.m. in 
Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center. He 
has taken his act throughout the country for the 
past 25 years. 
On Thursday, September 20, at 4 p.m., histo-
rian George Nash will give a presentation in 
Loosemore Auditorium about America's found-
ing fathers and the books that influenced their 
work. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies at x12770 or 
visit www.allpresidents.org. 
lntercultural reception 
planned 
More than 400 people are expected at the 
Intercultural Student Reception, set for 
Thursday, September 20, from 4-6 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
The annual event offers students, faculty and 
staff members an opportunity to meet represen-
tatives of student organizations and network. 
Refreshments will be provided; door prizes are 
planned. 
The reception is sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, Housing and Residence 
Life, Student Life, Career Services, Campus 
Recreation, Seidman College of Business, 
Admissions, Counseling and Career 
Development Center, Women's Center, 
Athletics, Pew Campus Student Services, 
EXCEL Program and the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/oma. 
Lecture remembers slavery 
in the Nile Valley 
Eve Troutt Powell, professor of history at the 
University of Pennsylvania, will speak on 
"Remembering Slavery in the Nile Valley" 
on Thursday, September 20, at 7 p.m. in the 
Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
Powell is currently working on a book which 
examines how slaveholders and slaves in the Nile 
Valley, wrote, sang or talked about the experience 
of servitude and its meaning in their society. Both 
her research and teaching explore the relationship 
between Africa and the Middle East. 
A cultural historian and teacher about the 
modem Middle East, Powell has written many 
articles and co-edited a book, The African in 
the Mediterranean Lands of Islam. Educated 
at Harvard, she has received fellowships from 
the American Research Center in Egypt and 
the Social Science Research Council, and was 
a fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study 
in Princeton and at the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study. In 2003, Powell was named a 
MacArthur Foundation Fellow. 
Powell's Grand Valley lecture is presented as 
part of Remembering the Crossings, a series of 
events throughout the year to promote aware-
ness of 2007 as the bicentennial of the abolition 
of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. The Middle 
East Studies program is a co-sponsor. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/abolition. 
World Day 
planned in Holland 
Three faculty members will lead students and 
other participants through a day when they live 
on just pennies to learn about innovative sus-
tainability. 
"World Day," planned for Saturday, September 
22, will teach participants how to live on a $1 
day, similar to people in the poorest regions of 
North and South America. The event runs from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Kamp Kiwannis, 385 North 
Lakeshore Drive in Holland. 
"It's more than just play acting," said Paul 
Lane, professor of marketing. "We want stu-
dents to think about how to develop products 
and services that would be sustainable and 
accessible for all economic classes." 
Lane organized the event with John Farris, 
associate professor of engineering, and Jodee 
Hunt, associate professor of biology. World 
Day originated from their study abroad trips to 
Nicaragua. Participants at the event will orga-
nize into teams and begin to gather resources to 
cook meals. 
Participants who plan to attend are asked to 
bring a sealed bottle of vitamins, which will 
be given to Nicaraguans. Those interested in 
attending should RSVP by sending Lane an 
e-mail at lanepa@gvsu.edu. 
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World Day is sponsored by many depart-
ments, including Collegiate Entrepreneurs 
Organization, an interdisciplinary student group. 
Team pedometer challenge 
begins soon 
The third annual Grand Valley pedometer chal-
lenge will start September 24. 
Sponsored by Work Life Connections, the chal-
lenge will run for six weeks. Teams of two to 
four people compete against other Grand Valley 
teams for prizes. For the second straight year, 
the university will compete against Saginaw 
Valley State University in a "Battle of the 
Valleys." 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness/pc2007, 
beginning today to register a team. A team cap-
tain is required to register all members of the 
team. There is a $10 per person registration fee; 
a pedometer will be given to each team mem-
ber. The registration fee is due at the time of 
pedometer pickup. 
Pickup times and locations will be announced 
soon. For more information, contact Hannah 
Mohnke at mohnkeha@gvsu.edu. 
Arts at Noon presents 
piano quartet 
The free Arts at Noon series continues with 
a concert by the Ames Piano Quartet, resi-
dent chamber music ensemble at Iowa State 
University, on September 26 in the Cook-
De Witt Center. 
Quartet members spent a week playing and 
teaching in Havana, Cuba, and were the first 
American chamber music group to perform 
there in more than 40 years. The quartet's 
release of the Dvorak Quartets was hailed by 
Fanfare Magazine as "one of the best chamber 
music recordings of the century." 
Her Story presentation 
scheduled 
Liz Eubanks, computer operations supervisor, 
will talk about "What 
is Real" during a Her 
Story presentation 
set for September 26, 
noon, in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 204. 
The Her Story 
series is sponsored 
by the Women's 
Center and Women's 
Commission. The 
informal presenta- Liz Eubanks 
tions offer partici-
pants an opportunity 
to hear from campus women in leadership posi-
tions. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
lunches. 
For more information, call the Women's Center 
at x12748. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 21 
Gallery Hours: "Line/Edge/Influence: Works on 
Paper by Bill Hosterman and Friends." 1121 
PAC. Call x12564 for more information. 
Mon., Sept. 17 
Noon: History Colloquium. "The Curse 
of the Battyman: Pan-Africanism and 
Homosexuality in the British Caribbean," by 
Steeve Buckridge. 2016 MAK. Call x18550 
for more information. 
5 p.m.: People of Color Network meeting. AH. 
Call xl 7779 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. "The 
Daughters of Juarez: A True Story of Serial 
Murders South of the Border," by Teresa 
Rodriquez. CDC. Call x12177 for more infor-
mation. 
Tues., Sept. 18 
9 a.m.: Excellence Series. "Getting To Know 
Your GVSU Better." 215/216 KC. Call 
x12215 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag Event. 
"Seniors Moving Smarter." 302C DEV. Call 
x18011 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. Academic 
Lecturer Jamaica Kincaid "On Writing." EC. 
Call x12180 for more information. 
Wed., Sept. 19 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call 
x12233 for more information. 
2 p.m.: Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. "The 
African Economic Morass After 50 Years of 
Independence," by Kojo Quartey. 250 KC. 
Call x18110 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Dan Gerber poetry reading. Schuler 
Books, 28th Street, Grand Rapids. Call 
x 12180 for more information. 
Thurs., Sept. 20 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call xl 7337 for 
more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon. Borealis Woodwind Quintet. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
VENTS 
Noon: Women's Commission hosts Women's 
Welcome Reception. 204 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information. 
3 p.m. : AWRI Seminar. "Design Imperative for 
the Next Industrial Revolution," by Clinton 
Boyd. Multi-Purpose Room, LMC. Call 
x13749 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Intercultural Student Reception. 250 KC. 
Call x12177 for more information. 
4 p.m.: KCON hosts Tribute to Phyllis Gendler. 
AH. Call x 17185 for more information. 
7 p.m. : Remembering the Crossings Event. 
"Remembering Slavery in the Nile Valley," by 
Eva Troutt Powell. Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call xl3298 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Theodore Sipes, 
baritone, Tracy Cowden, piano. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Sat., Sept. 22 
10 a.m.: World Day. Kamp Kiwannis, Holland. 
Contact Paul Lane, lanepa@gvsu.edu for 
more information. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political sci-
ence, was interviewed by WXMI-TV Channel 17 
for a story about moving Michigan's presidential 
primary date, and by WOOD-AM for a story 
about the Republican presidential debate. 
Brian Flanagan, assistant director of the 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, was 
interviewed by the New York Times for a story 
about how presidents earn money after leaving 
the White House. 
Sketches 
Richard R. Rediske, senior research scientist 
at the Annis Water Resources Institute, co-
authored an article, "Influence of Environmental 
Conditions on Late-Summer Cyanobacterial 
Abundance in Saginaw Bay, Lake Huron," 
published in Aquatic Ecosystems Health and 
Management. 
Movement science faculty members John 
and Elizabeth Kilbourne gave a presenta-
tion, "Building Bridges to the Arctic Through 
the Arts," at Study Canada in Vancouver and 
Whistler, British Columbia. 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, gave 
presentations, "Enacted Support Misbehaves 
Because of its Personality" and "Regulating 
Affect with Relational Components of 
Perceived Support," at the annual meetings of 
the Association for Psychological Science in 
Washington, D.C. 
Donald Zinman, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, gave a presentation, "The Heir 
Apparent Presidency," at the annual meeting of 
the American Political Science Association in 
Chicago. 
Michael R. Ott, assistant professor of sociol-
ogy, taught three courses during the spring/sum-
mer semesters at the Paedagogische Hochschule 
Schwaebisch Gmuend in Germany. He gave pre-
sentations at the Future of Religion Course held 
in Croatia and at the International Society for the 
Sociology of Religion in Leipzig, Germany. Ott 
edited a book, The Future of Religion: Toward a 
Reconciled Society, published by Brill Publishers. 
Greg Secor, music department faculty mem-
ber, performed with Opus 21 in New York, 
Washington, D.C. , Ann Arbor and Kalamazoo. 
The program included "Rapid Assembly," a work 
composed by faculty member Bill Ryan. 
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, 
served as a congress delegate and workshop 
leader on Sustaining Artistic Development at the 
28th Congress and Festival of the International 
Amateur Theatre Association in Changwon-
Masan, South Korea. 
Terry L. Pahl, facilities engineer, was approved 
as a certified energy manager by the Association 
of Energy Engineers certification board. 
Political science faculty members Polly Diven 
and John Constantelos gave a presentation, 
"Explaining Generosity: Comparing U.S. and 
European Public Opinion on Foreign Aid," at 
the Transatlantic Studies Annual Conference in 
Cork, Ireland. 
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, gave an 
"Anchor Watch Seminar" at the Great Lakes 
Water Institute at the University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philoso-
phy, presented a series of three lectures on the 
epistemology and the political philosophy of 
Karl Popper at the University of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, 
co-wrote an article, "The Kentland (Meteorite) 
Impact Structure, Indiana (USA): A Brief 
Review," published in Impacts in the Field. 
